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THE 2016  

FAMOUS RIVENHALL  

RACES 
 

Now in its fourteenth glorious year, the Famous Rivenhall Races 
will be held in Rivenhall Village Hall on Saturday 29th October.  
Profits from this popular evening help fund various charitable ac-
tivities throughout the village including the senior citizens gifts, 
Santa’s Musical Sleigh, carol singing round the tree on the green 
with the Chelmsford Silver band followed by the FREE Christmas 
get-together in the village hall. 
 

Tickets are £8.50 and can be purchased from Bob Turner, Jack 
Prime and Lilian Pearce (Rivenhall Millennium Committee). 
 

Free fish & chip / chicken & chip / sausage & chip supper included.  
Raffle.  Bring your own drinks and glasses. 
 

Doors open at 7:30 pm and the races start at 8:00 pm prompt. 

Commemoration of All Souls  

You are invited  

to a Candle lit service of  

Remembrance 

To be held on  

Sunday 30
th 

 October at 4.30 p.m.  

at St Mary’s Church Rivenhall 

This is a service for all  

who have lost a loved one 

Names will be read out &  

 candles lit as an act of remembrance 
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Monthly musings from your parish priest 

October is special this year for a few reasons, with the first to-

ward the start of the month: St Francis' feast day is on Tues-

day 4th October, and so on the 2nd (the Sunday it is nearest 

to), we'll be celebrating his life and witness by holding our an-

nual Pet Service once more at St Francis' church, Silver End. 

St Francis is commonly known for being the patron saint of 

animals due to his affinity with animal life, and indeed in many 

ways all of the natural world during his own lifetime. Through 

the simple life which he led he saw the presence of God in the 

world about him in a wonderful and almost unique way within 

the Christian life. There are also many Christians who still fol-

low his example of simplicity of living and hospitality today, 

through the communities of the Order of St Francis, the Poor 

Clares – both being communities of men and women respec-

tively. There is also the Third Order of St Francis, for those 

who feel called by God to live according to the Franciscan Rule 

of Life: witnessing to Christ, whilst remaining living in the sec-

ular world. 

St Francis leaves us with a wonderful Christian example in so 

many ways, and I feel that we are very blessed to have one of 

the churches in our parish dedicated to him. So if you're read-

ing this before or on the morning of the 2nd October, please do 

join us at St Francis' Church at 3pm as we celebrate not only 

his life, but also the myriad of the wonder of animal life which 

God has blessed us with around the world; and don't forget to 

bring along your pets who can even receive a blessing on the 

day too! This service is also especially suitable for children, 

and weather permitting will be held outside in front of the 

Church building. 

Then at the very end of the month on Sunday 30th October at 

4:30pm, we'll be holding our annual 'All Souls' service to 

which as with all our services, everyone is invited. Though this 

service takes place at St Mary's, Rivenhall, residents of Silver 

End and beyond are warmly invited along to share in this gen-

tle and reflective service, with the opportunity to remember 

the lives of loved-ones who have passed-away, be that recent-

ly or many years ago. Those coming along are also invited to 
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light a candle in their own loved-ones' memory if they wish to 

do so, as we recall God's promise of the life to come in which 

we're all invited to share. 

Both of these events at the very start and then at the very 

end of the month, though different in many ways, have some-

thing striking similarities too: They both bring people together 

in a special and unique way. They are both opportunities not 

only to remember, but to also give thanks for the good things, 

and for the people we love. They both create a sense of Chris-

tian community with one another, which is at the centre of 

our faith and very much part of God's purposes for us: That 

we should strive to live held in faith, hope, and love – and in 

harmony together and with God's world. 

But there is one more special occasion which I'd also like to 

think about this month too: As much as we come together as 

a parish, it's good to come together as a wider Christian com-

munity when we have the opportunities to, and indeed that 

we are now part of a Team Ministry which also encompasses 

Witham, along with nearby villages of White Notley, Faulk-

bourne, Terling, and Fairstead is a reflection of us being part 

of a larger church family. It is with this in mind that I would 

like to invite readers to consider coming along to our next 

Deanery Evensong which will take place at St Andrew's 

Church, Hatfield Peverel on the evening of Sunday 16th Octo-

ber at 6pm. This promises to be another delightful opportunity 

to meet together, to worship, to spend time in fellowship, and 

to sing in thanks to God as choirs come together from across 

the churches within our deanery in hymns and anthems of 

praise. 

As we move into cooler weather once more, people will often 

think of gathering together inside in one way or another. But 

let's also gather as the Body of Christ; together in God's fel-

lowship of love. Paul Watkin. 

The 50/50 Club August 2016 winners   

1st G Poulter,   2nd B Hagan,   3rd E Saltmarsh  

**************************** 
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It was then onwards and finally over Perseverance Hill then down to 

the village of Upper Wyche where Jackie spotted a magnificent wind 

vane showing a very fancy witch speedily flying on her broomstick.  

We then crossed Malvern Common to (you’ve probably guessed it) 

Morgans public house for another refreshing drink.  Incidentally it is 

named Morgans after the famous local Morgan car company. 

We enjoyed our walks in the Malvern Hills where none of had really 

explored before: there is much to see and do both in the town and 

its surrounding countryside.  Nearby Ledbury is well worth a visit for 

its fine timbered buildings and there are many more hills to be 

walked so I suspect we will re-visit the area sooner rather than 

later. 
 

 

 

 

Get free advice and information on Money Matters 
 Budgeting 

 Borrowing 

 Pension Options 

 Protecting your property 

 Saving on electricity & gas  

 The benefits of joining 

Holdfast 

 Scams,Illegal money 

lending 

Learn how to save £££’s 

Enter the Money Matters Quiz for a chance to win £50 

50 new joiners can receive a  £25 Bonus  
Simply start saving  before Dec 2016 
 

Save a minimum of £2 per Week for 12 weeks and 

the bonus will be added to your savings! 

This Scheme is offered by Holdfast to residents of 

Braintree District in 

Partnership with 

Holdfast Credit Union Ltd 

The Centre, Newland 

Street, Witham,  

 Essex CM8 1AH 

Tel 01376 516994 

Email: 

0ffice@holdfastcreditunion.co.uk 



30 

Taking The Waters 

In early September Jackie Allen with John and Jane Macrae drove 

over to Great Malvern for a couple of days walking on the hills.  

There we stayed in a comfortable B&B that was crammed with 

antiques and curios.   

Malvern was a popular spa town in its Victorian hey-day, where 

many society folk went to “take the waters” or for medicinal 

hydrotherapy (water cure) which was brought from Austria and 

practiced by Doctors Gulley and Wilson.  George Bernard Shaw and 

Edward Elgar brought Great Malvern into the 20th Century with their 

music and theatre festivals held in the Winter Gardens. 

Under sunny skies our first walk took us by St Anne’s well then 

steeply up to the lofty Worcestershire Beacon which at almost 1,400 

feet is the highest point in Worcestershire.  From there we had 

wonderful views over the Severn valley, the Vale of Evesham, the 

Cotswolds and the Brecon Beacons.  It was then up and down 

Sugarloaf Hill, Table Hill, and North Hill before we descended steeply 

to the delightful Nags Head public house for a refreshing pint (John 

had done his homework well).  So impressed were we that we 

returned for an excellent meal later that evening.  

The next day we visited Great Malvern Priory which was a 

Benedictine monastery founded in 1075.  It has the largest display 

of 15th century stained glass in England (relax … Rivenhall’s ancient 

12th century glass is much older!), and it has the largest collection 

of Medieval floor and wall tiles in the country.  Spiritually uplifted we 

took a train to Ledbury and a taxi to Hollybush.  This day was 

somewhat cloudy with occasional drizzle but the going underfoot 

was fine and there were still great views to be seen.  Along the 

Malvern Hills are a string of ancient hill forts and almost 

immediately we walked through the first of these on Midsummer 

Hill.  We then followed the Shire Ditch, an old tribal boundary which 

until recently was thought to have been constructed about 1250, 

however recent excavations have proved it was first built back in the 

Bronze Age.  We survived our crossing of Hangman’s Hill and passed 

by the impressive earthworks on Millennium Hill.  This fort and its 

tiered ramparts is 2,000 years old and clearly visible: some say the 

fort looks a little like a giant layered wedding cake - even in the 

light mist it was most striking.  At lunch-time we descended to the 

Malvern Hills Hotel for a beer and a snack (more of John’s 

homework). 

3 

From the Registers August 2016 

Weddings  Funerals  None 

Christenings  28 Aug 2016 Jasmine Amelia Ketheridge 

11 Sept 2016 Esme Theodora Watkin 

Collects and Reading For October 2016 

2nd Oct Harvest Festival 

All Age family Service 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

Philipians 4:4-9 or  

Revelations 14:14-18 

John 6:625-35 

Collect 
Creator God, 

you made the goodness of the land, 

the riches of the sea 

and the rhythm of the seasons; 

as we thank you for the harvest, 

may we cherish and respect 

this planet and its peoples, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
3pm St Francis Pet Service 

Collect for St Francis of Assisi 
O God, you ever delight to reveal yourself 

to the childlike and lowly of heart: 

grant that, following the example of the blessed Francis, 

we may count the wisdom of this world as foolishness 

and know only Jesus Christ and him crucified, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
 

9th Oct 20th Sun after Trinity 

HC with Christening  

2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c 

2 Timothy 2:8-15 

Luke 17:11-19 
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Collect 
God, our light and our salvation: 

illuminate our lives, 

that we may see your goodness in the land of the living, 

and looking on your beauty 

may be changed into the likeness of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

16th Oct 21st Sun after Trinity 

Matins Psalm 121 

Genesis 32:22-31 

2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 

Luke 18:1-8 

Collect 
Almighty God, 

in whose service lies perfect freedom: 

teach us to obey you 

with loving hearts and steadfast wills; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

23rd Oct Last Sun after Trinity 

HC 

Jeremiah 14:7-10,19-22 

2 Timothy 4:6-8,16-18 

Luke 18:9-14 
Merciful God, 

teach us to be faithful in change and uncertainty, 

that trusting in your word 

and obeying your will 

we may enter the unfailing joy of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

30th Oct 4th Sun before Advent 

ALL SAINTS DAY 

Joint HC at St Francis 

Daniel 7:1-3,15-18 

Ephesians 1:11-23 

Luke 6:20-31 

Collect 
God of holiness, 

your glory is proclaimed in every age: 

as we rejoice in the faith of your saints, 

inspire us to follow their examplewith boldness and joy; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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The Mary-Lyons Lloyd Cup: for the highest number of points for 

flowers (classes 15-27) The Brian Trench Cup: for the highest 

number of points for vegetables (classes 1-13)   

The Parkhouse Cup: for the winner for special class for gentlemen 

floral buttonhole (Class not shown in the schedule and restricted to 

pensioners).  The Smallholder Blue Ribbon: for best exhibit in 

Division A and B.  The Gardening News Challenge Shield:  for the 

winner fo the highest total prize money in divisions A and B.  The 

Smallholder Bronze Medal: for the best vegetable exhibit in division 

B (classes 28-40).  

There were also the Amateur Gardening diploma, Popular Gardening 

diplomas, Woman’s Own certificates, McDougall’s diplomas. 

Prize money would be given in some classes: 1st 5/- 2nd 3/- 3rd 1/6d 

and children class 4/-, 2/- and 1/-. 

Information was given in August was given for the deadlines which is 

very similar if not the same as we still have now and the show would 

start at 2pm and end at 6.15pm with the draw of competition 

results. 

‘That was a Show, that was!’  This was in September/October issue. 

There was no less than 570 entries from 85 exhibitors and all within 

the village.  A big thank you was given to all whom helped and raffle 

donations, sideshows, and the hastily-acquired marquee for 

refreshments.  Washer uppers and those whom stayed behind to 

help clear up. 

Results for awards from the first show: 

Brian Trench Cup – Mr John Youngs 

Park House Cup – Mr W. Cutts 

Smallholder Bronze Medal – Mrs Trench 

Women’s Own – Mrs Phillips 

Percy Holliday won the major award with Mary Lyons Lloyds Cup,  

Garden New Shield, Smallholder Blue Ribbon, plus 11 first, 6 seconds 

and 8 thirds. 

More awards were shared between 57 of the exhibitors on the day. 

It was announced that the AGM will be held in October. This has 

been brought forward to enable the Schedule for next year’s show to 

be produced as early as possible.  
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Rivenhall Gardening Club 1962-63 By Tracy Taylor 

I have been looking into the history of the first year of Rivenhall 

Gardening Club from the details given in the Rivenhall Review 

starting from November 1962 (issue 18) when there was an article 

titled Rivenhall – Flower and Vegetable Show:  “It has been 

suggested that the ‘Review’ should consider the possibility of 

organizing an annual Flower and Vegetable Show to be held in the 

village next summer”.  They invited for those interested to get in 

touch with a view to a meeting to discuss the matter in full and 

electing a sub-committee to handle details. 

In the October issue it tell us that a Public Meeting was held in the 

Church Hall on the 19th September and a sub-committee was 

elected. 

Schedule, Staging and Stewards committee: Messrs. P & B Holliday 

and Mr C. Punt.  Side-Shows & Entertainments committee: 

Rivenhall Youth Club.  Refreshments committee: Mesdames H. 

Stock, W. Holliday, G. Holliday and I. Punt.  The Show Secretary: 

Mrs. Lloyd of Park Palace, assisted by Mr. A.S. Gurton. 

The February 1963 issue we are informed that the membership 

was at 42 and things were progressing quite favourably.  The 

monthly meetings were held on the second Tuesday of each month 

in the School at 7.30.  They had Mrs Clements as Club Secretary 

and Mr A. S. Gurton as Chairman.  Subscription was 2/6d and you 

were reminded that two shops in Witham gave discount against 

purchase of gardening equipment! 

In March it was announced that more than half the money required 

to stage the first show in August had been raised from 3 Whist 

Drives.  Membership was nearly 60 and offers to the Club 

Secretary of awards and prizes for the up and coming show are 

still arriving. 

April we were informed of the Jumble sale that took place in March 

was a great success with over £16 to the funds.  The prize money 

available for the show was now up to £30…and stressed that this 

first show was for Rivenhall residents only with the boundaries of 

Rivenhall for this purpose are Park Gate Farm, Appleford Bridge, 

Rivenhall Fields, Burghey Brook and Hole Farm. 

July information informed us about having 80 members and 

expecting more.  Awards were named and classes they were to be 

issued for: 
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RIVENHALL PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD 6th SEPTEMBER 2016 

Present: Cllrs. Abbott (Chairman), Wright, Bills, Turner, Anderson 

and Clark. 

Also present: Parish Clerk, BDC Cllr. Bowers and 5 members of the 

public. 

Public Forum 

The following matters were brought to the attention of members: 

 The demolition of garages and provision of additional parking 

spaces off Tusser Close.  

 NOTE: Many residents have asked about better parking in the 

St. Marys Rd/Tusser Close area; while the additional spaces re-

cently provided by Greenfields does not solve the problem, it is 

a helpful addition to available spaces in the area. The parish 

council continues to liaise with the authorities about how more 

can be provided. 

 Complaints regarding vehicles obstructing local footways. 

“Polite” notices similar to those for use at the Village Green will 

be produced. 

Matters for Discussion 

Revised arrangements for the Winter Salt Bag Scheme 

There is approximately 1 ton of salt stored at the Village Hall. 

Cllrs. Bills and Abbott will liaise regarding existing helpers and possi-

ble new contacts. 

ECC Highways maintenance 

 A12 southbound slip at Rivenhall End – ECC and Highways Eng-

land dispute the areas of respective responsibility. 

 Church Road (into Park Road) bend warning sign now repaired. 

 Oak Road ditch/culvert – work due to commence this month 

with traffic controls. 

 Oak Road damaged bollard removed after it was found in the 

road. 

 Maintenance of PRoW and vegetation alongside footways looks 

set to be further reduced. 
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General maintenance 

The overall standard is being maintained. 

Recommended Procedure for the Consideration of Planning 

Applications 

Following a detailed discussion, the document produced by the Clerk 

was duly noted by Members.  

Planning Applications/Results/Appeals 

There were no planning matters to consider. 

Ongoing Issues 

A12 widening 

The Chairman was unable to attend the A12 Forum Meeting in Au-

gust, however minutes will be available in due course.  It was re-

ported by the Chairman that future Forums will include both the A12 

widening and A120 revision schemes as many of the same repre-

sentatives sat on both. 

BDC Local Plan 

In order to dovetail plans with Colchester and Tendering, the 

Braintree Local Plan timetable has been amended. 

Braintree District Local Highways Panel 

a. 7.5T weight restriction, Oak Road – anticipated completion 3rd 

quarter 2016/17.  ECC meeting with objector. 

b. Extended 30 mph limit along Church Road – anticipated com-

pletion 3rd quarter 2016/17.  Objection from Police – Cabinet 

Member at ECC to consider course of action.  

c. Rectory Lane - Quiet Lane status approved – anticipated com-

pletion 2017/18.  Following discussion with ECC and Witham 

Town Council, a separate new bid for stopping up one end of 

the lane will be submitted by the Chairman. 

Correspondence 

1. The Post Office has a 6 week local public consultation (2nd 

September to 14th October) regarding the proposal to estab-

lish a Hosted Service in the Village Hall each Friday from 9 

am to 11.30 am. 

2. Network Rail will have a second public exhibition on options 

for level crossing changes in the area on Tuesday 27th Sep-

tember at Witham Public Hall, from 2 pm to 7 pm. 
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ground, holding a map “can you tell me the way to….”. While 
you are engaged the second person steals from your car on 
the other side.  Close and lock your car before speaking to 
anyone. 

Further crime prevention advice can be obtained by contacting 
Stephen Armson-Smith the Braintree & Uttlesford Crime Prevention 
Officer on extn 407110 or Angie Pearson the Colchester Crime 
Prevention Officer extn 436127 using the Police Non-Emergency 
number of 101   or see https://www.essex.police.uk/advice/  . 
 

If you know who is committing crime or handling stolen property 
call Essex Police on 101 or call Crimestoppers anonymously on 
0800 555 111.  

Turning the pages of History by Tracy Taylor 
 

Over the months ahead I hope to bring you some articles from 

events and people from our area that were mentioned in print from 

newspapers, the Rivenhall Review and early End to End magazines 

etc., that headlined in the same month as our current magazine.   

October of course is Rivenhall’s time to celebrate harvest, and in 

1936 2nd Oct, in the Essex Chronicle I was very happy to find this 

item which mentioned my Mother, Dot Taylor.  It told us that a 

Harvest Festival was held at the Congregational Chapel, Rivenhall 

(this was on the London Rd (A12) and now is a private house) and 

the address was given by Mr H. Sadd. J.P. of Maldon and Mr R. 

Jakeman, of Epping.  It reports that Miss D. Harvey (Dorothy) and 

Miss K. Pease (Kathleen) sang a duet.  Mrs A. Cutts (Alice) sung 

solo.  The collection amounted to £6/4/2.  We are also informed 

that Mr C. Ingram sold the harvest gifts with £2/15/9 being raised. 

In the Essex Newsman 1895 26th Oct, we are told that the old sign 

of the Fox Inn, Rivenhall, which had been up for many years and 

was the work of the late Mr T. Nightingale is now removed.  This is 

to be replaced with a lettered sign.  Also in the Newsman of 1943, 

the Home Guard in Silver End arranged a dance for the 

Benevolence Fund.  Lieut. Mansom was M.C.  Two of the prize 

winners were Pte. E. Sheldrake: a chicken and a bottle of wine, and 

Pte. E Jenkings: basket of fruit. 

To finish this month page turning, I am looking at the Rivenhall 

Review of 1962 and the Young People’s Page, where it reports that 

the Rivenhall Guides took 2nd place in the Divisional Rally held at 

Tiptree.  The Patrol comprised of Ann Goodwin, Mary Nisbet, Carol 

Prime, Sandra Boylan and Maureen Roper. 

https://www.essex.police.uk/advice/
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Pamela Brice   Photography Trophy Karen Dakin 

Ladies Trophy  

Pat Clark    Club Cup — Horticulture Don Scott 
 

Thank you to everyone who, in any way, contributed to the Show's 

success and a big thank you to all of you who supported the 

event. 

Tips for a crime free Christmas shop. 
 

The tips for a crime free Christmas shop start before you leave your 
house, after all you don’t want come home to find the house broken 
into. 

1. Garden tools securely locked away in the shed – Burglars will 
be happy to use your tools to break into your house. 

2. Create the illusion your home is occupied - Radio and lights on 
a timer in rooms you would normally occupy, there is even a 
device called “Fake TV” that flashes a series of lights when it 
gets dark that looks like the TV is on. 

3. Lock up properly not just your windows and doors in the 
house, but also any gates and outbuildings.  

4. Choose a “Park Mark” car park where you can http://
www.parkmark.co.uk/ . By choosing a Park Mark® Safer 
Parking facility you are visiting a car park that has been vetted 
by the Police and has measures in place in order to create a 
safer environment for both you and your vehicle. 

5. Leave nothing in sight within your car, remove the “Sat Nav” 
cradle and clean the mark on the windscreen. 

6. When you lock your car with the remote look for the light flash 
confirmation or better still try the door handle before leaving 
the car. 

7. Now you’re starting your shop watch your purse, wallet, 
mobile phone and handbag especially in busy places, don’t 
leave them on display in bags or on counters while you pay, 
and while you’re paying watch that no one is watching you 
entering your PIN when making purchases or withdrawing 
cash. 

8. Time to stop for lunch or a cuppa, don’t drop your guard. 
Mobile phone on the table, shopping by the chair, wallet or 
purse visible coat, jacket or handbag over the chair,  if a thief 
sees it a thief will steal it. 

9. Need to off load some of those purchases in the car, look 
around are you being watched? Back to (5 & 6) above again. 

10. Time go home, don’t fall for any distractions while you load the 
car i.e. “you dropped some money” pointing to cash on the 
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Information exchange and items for the October Agenda 

* Safety of children being able to access the car park at 

the playing field. (Next Agenda.) 

* Purchase of Spring flower bulbs. (Next Agenda.) 

Dates of future meetings 

Tuesdays 4th October and 1st November at Rivenhall Village Hall, 

both starting at 8pm. 

Sky Notes October 2016 

The clocks revert to GMT on 30th October and it is fully dark before 

6.30 pm by the end of the month. As the days shorten as we head 

into Autumn, its interesting to note that the evenings only get anoth-

er half an hour darker than this by the time we get into mid-

December and then start pulling out again.  

With the Full Moon being on the 16th, the best skies for stargazing 

will be in the first week and again in the last week or so of the month. 

The Orionid meteors are at their most active between the 21st and 

24th although with some Moon interference at first. Orion clears the 

Eastern horizon soon after 11 pm so watches on the approach to, and 

after midnight will be best. The Orionids originate from the most fa-

mous comet of them all – Halley’s - and they are fast, dashing into 

our atmosphere at a velocity of 41 miles per second. The Orionids are 

not as active as the Perseids or the Geminds in most years but they 

can have stronger showings, the last such being in 2006. 

Mars hangs on in the evening sky low in the South West but is setting 

soon after 9 pm towards the end of the month.  

On the 29th it might be possible given clear skies to see a nice pair-

ing between Saturn and Venus in twilight, low down in the South 

West. Venus will be much the brighter of the two and will be even 

brighter later in the year. 

The highly successful Rosetta mission to the comet 67P/C-G is com-

ing to an end with the spacecraft due to land on the comet on the 

30th September and thereafter its systems will be switched off. It is 

hoped that the final moments of approach will yield highly detailed 

images of the surface and by looking down into some of the many 

holes in the comet, more information about how comets were formed 

in the early Solar System over 4 billion years ago. 

The 2016 Autumn Astro Evening will start at 7.30 pm at the usual 

venue of the concrete hardstanding at the Southern end of Park Road 

http://www.parkmark.co.uk/
http://www.parkmark.co.uk/
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Rivenhall – near the big oak tree. Observing targets using a large 

telescope will include some of the autumn galaxies and an attempt 

to try to spot Triton, the large maverick Moon of Neptune. Triton 

orbits Neptune the wrong way round and is very similar to Pluto 

and so is thought to have been captured by Neptune in the distant 

past, from the Kuiper Belt. The distant Kuiper Belt is currently “the 

new frontier” in Solar System astronomy and we are only really at 

the start of understanding the extent of it. Having successfully visit-

ed Pluto, the New Horizons mission is aiming for another KB object 

and should arrive at it in early 2019. 

The rocky asteroid belt between Mars and Jupiter is much better 

understood as it is much closer to us and we have had more than 2 

centuries to study it since the time when the first asteroids were 

discovered. We can only currently estimate the size and structure 

of the Kuiper Belt but it is believed that all the asteroids put togeth-

er may only amount to about one hundredth the total mass of the 

distant, icy Kuiper Belt.  

Sky Watcher 
Recipe for October Ann Clark 

Chicken, butter bean and pepper stew 

Takes 1 hour, serves 1 

 1 tsp Olive Oil 
 1 shallot chopped 
 1 celery stick, chopped 
 1 pepper, yellow, or red or mixed, deseeded and diced 
 1 small garlic clove crushed 
 1 tsp paprika 
 200 g can chopped tomatoes 
 75ml chicken stock 
 200 g can butter beans drained and rinsed 
 2 skinless chicken thighs 
 Crusty bread to serve, (optional) 
 

Heat oven to 180oC gas mark 4 
Heat the oil in a flameproof casserole 
Add shallot, celery, pepper and fry for 5 mins 
Add garlic and paprika and cook for 3 more minutes 
 

Stir in the tomatoes, stock and butter beans. 
Season well. 
Bring to the boil, and add the chicken. 

25 

Summer Show Awards 

On Saturday 3rd September, the Club held their Summer Show in 

Rivenhall village hall. The afternoon was enjoyed by all and the 

hall looked very colourful with exhibits of flowers, produce, 

handicraft, art and cookery. The accredited Judges were Mrs. 

Barbara Woricker ( W.I. — Cookery ) and Mr. A. Hofert ( R.H.S. — 

horticultural ). President, Mrs. Joan Cain, presented the following 

Awards: 

Brian Trench Cup Best in Show — Flowers 

Pear Trophy Sidney Gurton Cup 

Top Tray Pat Clark 

Mary Lyons Lloyd Cup Best in Show — Vegetables 

Annual Flower Trophy Don Scott 

Cain Cup Best in Show — Cookery 

Don Scott Karen Dakin 

 

R.H.S. Banksian Medal Junior Handicraft 

Rivenhall Onion Trophy Charlie Dakin  

Richard Radley 

 Lilian Pearce Rose Bowl 

R.G.C. Garden News Shield Daphne Burton  

Barbara French  

 Annual Flower Trophy  

David McCarthy Memorial Salver Don Scott  

( Joint Winners ) 

Pat Clark Cyril Philpott Parkhouse Cup  

 Pat Clark  

Top Vase 

Cyril Philpott Artwork Award  

 Joan Cain 

OTHER AWARDS PRESENTED 

( For points gained during the year ) 
 

Floral Cup Pat Clark Homecraft Cup Karen Dakin 

Vera Foster Trophy Pat Clark  

Domestic Evening Vase Karen Dakin 
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RIVENHALL GARDENING CLUB 

The Club's monthly meeting was held in Rivenhall village hall on 

Tuesday 13th September 2016. There was a good attendance to 

hear our speaker for the evening, Mr. John Taylor, who spoke 

about garden insects. Mr. Taylor was keen to pass on his 

admiration for these creatures, though it must be said that not all 

of the audience shared his enthusiasm for some of them. Wasps 

were a case in point. There are eight British species and as 

gardeners know they actually do a lot of good in the garden. 

Chewed up insects and grubs are fed to the larvae which secrete 

a sugary substance that the worker wasps feed on. Their nests 

are a work of art and they will not sting unless disturbed. Bumble 

bees, however, are generally loved. Their tongues are longer 

than the honey bee and they frequent a different range of 

flowers (such as foxgloves). There are over 200 species of bees 

the largest of which is the carpenter bee. Beatles, wood lice, 

centipedes (30 to 200 legs!) all help to decompose items in the 

compost heap. The Harlequin ladybird came into this country in 

2004. They are very invasive and will eat anything including our 

native ladybirds. Although they are all very different to look at 

the Harlequins have brown legs whilst our native ladybirds have 

black! We did conclude that the natural world is certainly 

something to be admired. 

COMPETITION RESULTS 

Horticultural 

1st Maurice Bacon (no other entry ) 

Domestic 

1st Daphne Burton 2nd Karen Dakin 3rd Vivienne Dee 

Flower of the Month 

1st Vivienne Dee 2nd Maurice Bacon 3rd Shirley Bacon 

The next Club meeting will be the Annual General Meeting to 

which members and non-members are all invited. It will be on 

Tuesday 11th October at 7.30 pm in Rivenhall village hall. 

There will be a chance for you to air your views and ask 

questions and maybe volunteer for the committee! Entry is free 

and refreshments will be served. Competitions will be: 

Horticultural – any vegetable. Domestic 3 pieces of ginger cake. 

Flower of the Month. For further details contact the Club 

Secretary on 01376 512781. 
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Cover with lid and put in oven for 45 minutes. 
Serve in a bowl with bread. 
Or have a jacket potato with it. 

 

********************************** 

Rivenhall Post Office Every Friday In Village Hall 

The Post office in the Village Hall should begin Operat-
ing in Mid October after Public Consultation 

Opening time will be 9.00 am to 11.30 am 

********************************** 

Deanery Evensong 

at St Andrew's Church, Hatfield Peverel, CM3 2LE 

Sunday 16th October 2016  6 pm 

Conductor – David Martin 

Organist – Paul Strong 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
 

The Rose Garden a Big Thank You 

Ann and Dennis Wood have regularly opened their Rose Gar-

den n Silver Street Silver End as a fundraising event. They 

The shoe box’s for the Samaritans Purse Shoe Box appeal 

need to be presented  

in church At the 11.00 am at the “Family Service at St 

Marys on 6th November or at St Francis at 9.30 am 

 

If you need instruction for the box content con-

tact Clare Hope 01376 502605 or go to the 

Website  www.samaritans-purse.org.uk. 

http://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk
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would like to thank all their family and friends who came this 

year and raised a total of £72.81 for St Francis Church Funds 

an enjoyable afternoon was had by all. 

The Parish of Rivenhall & Silver End  

Charity Golf Day Rivenhall Oaks Golf Centre 

For the first time, all the golfers convened at the Golf Club at 

12.30pm, to meet each other and for Martin to explain the order of 

play, for the day and answer any questions. 

Somewhat blustery conditions prevailed this year making it a little 

more challenging for the golfers.  At least the rain held off, for which 

we were very grateful, Paul! 

Eleven teams took part of which 30 players were non-members, 

which was largely due to Clare & Peter.  Thanks go to Len Robinson 

for his invaluable help organising the day, playing and scoring, and 

other instigators – James and Colin. 

Play commenced at 1pm with two teams starting at once, one off the 

Oaks Course and one off the Acorns Course.  The remaining teams 

followed in ten minute intervals. 

On the day The Benton Buddies proved an invincible force.  Winning 

members were Barbara & Warwick Gooch and Pru & Peter Carter.   

Peter was also the Best Individual.  Runners up were John White, Eric  

& Carole Lewis and Sue Butterworth in the J.B.W. team. 

Neil Potter hit the men’s Longest Drive and Pru Carter the ladies; To-

ny Papple won the Nearest the Pin on the Acorns and Ron Rimmel on 

the Oaks, with Terry Ladkin winning the Putting Competition. 

After eighteen holes, the players made their way back to the Club-

house, where they were joined by family and friends.  Sixty people 

tucked into an excellent carvery of roast beef, gammon or pork, fol-

lowed by apple crumble and ice cream/custard. 

After we’d helped ourselves to coffee, Martin ran through the day’s 

play and presented the winners with their prizes.  The winning team 

won the new Rivenhall & Silver End Charity Shield along with a medal 

and a £20 voucher each. 

The runners up were presented with four Wilson Gloves and Peter 

Carter was presented with the Shirley Anderson Memorial Trophy 

along with a medal and a Meal for Two at the Clubhouse. 
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Philip Little 

Property Maintenance Magician 
 

Local service at local prices 

Knowledgeable and friendly 
 

07973 129808 or 01376 515257 
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DAVE’S PLUMBING 

SERVICES 

Taps, Radiators, 

 

Bathroom Suites & 

 

General Plumbing 

 

Tel: 01376 501577 

Mobile: 07973 306693 

ANGLIA TREE SERVICES 

Specialist tree surgery 

Residential & Commercial Customers 

CROWN REDUCTION  FELLING  TOPPING  

HEDGE TRIMMING  ALL GARDEN WORK  

STUMP GRINDING 

For a quick, tidy and friendly service call: 

Tel: 01621 892831 

7 DAYS A WEEK EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLEFULLY INSURED 

Contact us 

62 Braintree 

Road 

Witham 

Essex CM8 2BY 

01376 500038 

01376 520568 

Opening Times: 

Mon– Tuesday 

8.30 am –6.30 pm 

Wednesday- 

8.30 am—8.30 pm 

Thurs—Fri 

8.30 am—6.30 pm 

Sat 

 

A friendly caring practice  

for all your pets.  

Visit our website  for more details and 

to register your pet online 

Www.brookendvets.co.uk SPECIAL O.A.P. SURGERY 

Thursday Mornings 
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After this the raffle was called.  Martin then thanked all those who 

had helped in any way to make the day the success it was.  A big 

thank you to everyone  (including the catering staff) at the Golf Cen-

tre, for donating prizes and helping with the arrangements, etc.  With 

everybody’s support and some very generous sponsorship the total 

raised was £806.82.  Not bad for a day’s work!  So again, many, 

many thanks to everybody. 

A picture of the winning team is found on the front cover of thisa 

months magazine). 

Here are some of the Golfers enjoying the strong breeze.!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

End to End Nature Care. 

When writing this particular month’s article each year, falling as it 

does between the end of the group’s summer activities and the start 

of the monthly winter schedule, my thoughts always stray towards 

speculation of what sort of winter weather awaits us in the coming 

months. Last year it seemed all the soothsayers and those willing to 

pin their flag to the mast based on whatever evidence they use 

(hedgerow fruit, animal behaviour, the “feeling in their bones” even) 
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were saying we would have a hard winter when in actual fact it 

turned out to be incredibly mild. The knock-on effects are even be-

ing felt to the present, despite the cold snap we had in the spring 

which allowed nature to catch up with itself to a degree, and the 

exceptionally wet June. Although admittedly rather subjective, 

overall observations for 2016 have been that most plants flowered 

and fruited early, it seemed to be a poor year in terms of numbers 

of insects and yet many seasonally breeding birds managed a sec-

ond or even a third brood.  

One speculation is that cold weather is needed in winter to control 

disease and parasites and to ensure that predator and prey ani-

mals overlap in their periods of activity. The warm winter does not 

seem to have had any adverse impact on the Churchyard grass 

snakes, who have been seen several times this year and whose 

sloughed skins have been found. The ongoing survey work moni-

toring them also produces lots of rodent records as mice and voles 

find the felts a convenient habitat in which to shelter.  

On 19th October, we are holding the first indoor meeting of the 

winter programme, when we have a science and nature quiz at Sil-

ver End Bowls Club pavilion on Broadway, Silver End, at 8pm. As 

usual, there is a charge of £2 to cover costs, but this also includes 

tea/coffee and biscuits. All are welcome. 

Hopefully the weather will not prevent enjoyment of the forthcom-

ing outdoor astronomy evening with James Abbott, being held on 

Friday 21st October at 7:30pm, at the sugar beet stand on the 

sharp corner on Park Road between Rivenhall and Silver End. As 

with last year, we will again be hoping to see some of the planets, 

notably Uranus and Neptune plus the latter’s satellite Triton, which 

would be a very rare sighting.  

Then in November we are back at the Bowls Club pavilion on the 

16th (we generally meet on the 3rd Wednesday of each month in 

the winter), again at 8pm, to hear a talk on the Grand Canyon, the 

amazingly deep and steep-sided valley of the Colorado river in Ari-

zona, U.S.A. 

After that, there’s the Christmas Social, this year on 14th December 

and being held at Fiddlesticks, 44 Strawberry Lane, Tolleshunt 

Knights, 7:30 for 8pm (please bring a bottle and/or some nibbles). 

Full details of these and other events, plus photographs from our 

summer programme, are available on the website 

www.e2e.silverend.org or you can contact Simon on 01621 

810141 . 
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Feering Flower Club   
 

Do you love flowers? 

Why not come along and join us for one of our meetings held on the 

3rd Tuesday of each month at Feering Community Centre 7pm for 

7.30pm 

Entry non-members £7 members £4.50 
 

 Watch a demonstrator 

 Friendly chat and exchange ideas 

 Sale Table 

 Refreshments 
 

For more information contact 

Sue Banting 01376 571050 

Pat Clark 01376 512418 

www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk 

http://www.e2e.silverend.org
http://www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk
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Jeremy Larke 

Television 

services 

 
 
 
Telephone: 01376 513645 
Mobile: 07947 601619 
Email: telerepair@aol.com 

All Television Systems Catered 

for Freesat, Freeview, Sky  

 

 Installations & Repairs To all makes and 

models 

 Full Plasma & LCD Fitting Service 

 Wall Mount Brackets Supplied and Fitted 

 Aerial & Satellite Dishes Fitted 

 Freeview, Freesat & European Channels 

 View and Control Your Sky in Other 

Rooms 

 Aerial and Telephone Extension Points 

Installed 

 

Don’t Delay Call Today 

Janet C Davies 
Dip. F.D. M.B.I.F.D 

BRAINTREE & KELEVEDON’S LADY FUNERAL 

DIRECTOR 

Offering a full and Comprehensive Funeral Service 
 

Telephone 01376 339300 

For a Personal and Caring 24 hour service 
Local Chapel of Rest at Fern House 72 Coggeshall Road Braintree and 

Victoria House, Trews Gardens, Kelvedon 

Funerals are arranged and carried out in the Traditional Manner but 

With ‘The Gentle Touch’ 
 

Pre payment Plans available—Floral Tributes arranges—Woodland Burials 

Bereavement Care—Low Cost Simplicity Funerals - Memorials—Printing 

Catering—DWP Funerals 

Part of the Hunnaball Family Group 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 

13 

A Message From Iain Paton 

On the 23rd June in Italy while trying to adjust a clothes line, I fell 

from the upper terrace through a grape vine and on to a brick 

pathway in the garden- a drop of about four metres. On the way 

I impaled my right leg momentarily on an angle iron spike (part 

of the support system of the vine). 

Later, first at Montepulciano and after at Siena hospitals it was 

discovered that I had fractured two vertebrae, three ribs, and 

had a still bleeding abdominal haematoma! Three weeks later 

after two major operations to stabilise my spine I was delivered 

to Southend airport on a stretcher in an Air King light aircraft, 

I have taken to print in the magazine in order to thank the many 

parishioners of Rivenhall who sent their condolences and best 

wishes. I was overwhelmed by the support, much of it on the car-

pet at Hoo Hall on our return. In the ensuing weeks we had vis-

its from several residents which were particularly enjoyable as 

with enforced relative immobility, boredom had started to set in. 

I am delighted to report that slow, steady progress in recovery is 

being made although I am told that at my age , relative normali-

ty could be another nine months away. Thanks again. 

 

 

 

October 14th Barn Dance. Rivenhall 

village hall. Dance to Spring Heel Jacks . 

Tickets £10 includes a ploughman's supper. 

Tickets available from Pauline on 01376 

512836. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rivenhall Playing Fields Association 
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Scottish Country Dancing 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

2nd & 4th Monday of the month, 7.30 -10pm 

Great for fitness and a good laugh too! 

Call Sue on 01206 303338 
 

Rivenhall Carpet Bowls 

Rivenhall Village Hall Every Thursday 7.30pm – 10pm 

Come along for an evening of fun with this friendly club. 
 

The Ark 

It's Open House at Rivenhall Village Hall 

Meets most Saturdays 2pm - 4pm (see calendar for exceptions) 

Come along with friends for Tea, Coffee & Cake 

Have fun with Arts, Crafts & Puzzles 

Meet new friends, all ages welcome 

Sponsored by the Seventh Day Adventist Church 

Tel: 07538 599584 or email info@rivenhallark.co.uk 
 

Coffee Morning 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Every Friday 9am – 12 noon 

Tea, coffee, cake and a chat with friends 
 

Table Tennis 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

2nd &4th Monday of the Month 

1.30 pm – 4.30pm, Entry £3 

Membership of Witham and Braintree U3A required £15 pa 

visit the Witham and Braintree U3A website or for 

further information please 

call Gerry Gunton 01621 819682 

or email guntongerry@aol.com or visit the table tennis page on the 

village hall website www.rivenhallvillagehall.co.uk 

Bingo! 

Saturdays 7.30pm - 9.30pm 

Rivenhall Village Hall, Entry 

50p 

Everyone Welcome 

Call Jack on 01376 514255 

Riventots Pre-school 
Rivenhall Village Hall (Term Time) 

Monday – Thursday 8.30am – 

3.30 p.m (Mon 9.15–1.30) 

Lunch if required 12 noon – 1pm 

Call Ruth on 078 111 04813  

or email r.clary@tiscali.co.uk 
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Is your PC feeling poorly? Has it caught a virus? 

Suffering from memory loss exhaustion 

For all your PC ailments including: 

 Virus Prevention, Detection & removal 

 Broadband, Wireless & Firewall Set-up 

 Internet / Email Set-up & Security 

 Hardware Repairs and Upgrades 

 Software Faults and Crashes 

 Backup Solutions and Data Recovery 

 Web Design & Computer Training 

 Software Installation & Removal 

 Hardware & Software Supplied 
 

Call the PC Doctor 

Tel: 01621 891064 / 0870 285 6017 
Mob 07990 565336 

Email: 
pc_doc@pcdoctoroperations.co.uk 

Surgery Times: 7 am to 7 pm, 7days a week 

REYNOLDS 

CARPENTRY SERVICES 

For all Carpentry, Joinery 

& Cabinet Making Requirements 
 

CSCS Registered 

30 Years Experience 

4 Years Apprenticeship 

City & Guilds and 

Advanced City & Guilds Qualified 

Free estimates – No obligation 

All building work considered 

Can also make items to order  

also 

'curtain poles, tiling, flat packs, 

kitchens, doors, sheds etc, no jobs 

too small' 
 

Contact 01376 515987 or 

07889 110962 (9am – 5.30pm) 

Answer phone at other times 

For all You Painting and 
Decorating Needs 

Contact DEAN TABONE 

 

MOBILE:07769 356221 EMAIL: 

breathtaking@hotmail.co.uk 

 

15 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

HERITAGE PAINTER 

LIME WASH SPECIALIST 

 

FREE ESTIMATES - NO OBLIGATION 

ALL WORK CONSIDERED 

FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER 

James Newman 

(MCFHP,MAFHP) 
Home visits/Rest Homes/Nursing homes 

Established for 10 years with a reliable 

and friendly service. I am now doing 

home visits in this area 

Corns,Calluses,Hard Skin,Thick nails,Nail 

trimming 

 

HOME VISITS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 

£25 PER PERSON  £40 A COUPLE 

ROUTINE NAIL TRIM ONLY £15 

 

TELEPHONE 01376 519036 

mailto:r.clary@tiscali.co.uk
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HELP WITH 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 

RICHARDS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

01376 513114 

78 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 1AH  

From advice on how to register a death to making all the 

arrangements, we’re here 24 hours a day.  
 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 

A British Owned Company www.dignityfuneral.co.uk 

Waterside Café & Bar 
@ Colemans Cottage Little Braxted Lane Witham Essex 

FREE AMPLE PARKING     CM8 3EX  

LOVELY VIEWS      01376 502088 

Tuesdays to Sundays 07.00am – 4.00pm 

 

Traditional English Breakfast   Lunchtime Menu                                                                                                                                  

7.00 – 11.00am   12.00 – 3.00pm 

With Daily Specials Board 

 

Teas & Cakes by The Lakes    Sunday Roasts 

 Come and enjoy an afternoon of cream  Bookings Only 

 teas with a choice of various teas or for 

 that special occasion add a glass of Prosecco     Licensed Bar 

 Bookings Only  Buffet Service and Outside Catering offered 
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Here’s a bright idea….

Huge Savings on all your bills

and free light bulbs for life!

 The latest LED light bulbs typically worth 

£300 - £500- absolutely free!

Use around 11% less electricity      

- forever!

 Free professional installation

 Lifetime Guarantee - never buy 

another light bulb again!

PLUS - save money on all your utilities, food, shopping and petrol

Find Out More: Contact Peter Hope  07904 235101

peterhope@utilitywarehouse.co.uk  Sign up for the deal yourself at: www.utilitywarehouse.org.uk/N17969

Home Phone  Broadband    Mobile         Gas           
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Chelmer Chimney Services 
Your Professional Chimney Sweep 

Chimneys and flues Must  

Be Swept Annually to 

Prevent Chimney Fires     

Book today on 01245 258406 
Markhagon@chelmerchimneys.co.uk 

www.chelmerchimneys.co.uk 
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Beautiful Rooms For Rent In 
Witham & Braintree 

We have 4 Lovely houses  

2 in Witham—2 in Braintree 

With and Without en-suites 

£90—£130 per Week  

(All inclusive of Rates, Light, Heat, and with 

Broadband) 

See our Website:- www.jbwpartners.co.uk 

Or Call 

John      Mavis   Michelle 
07850 161629       07714 579783       07966 323914 

G. Collins& Sons Funeral Direc-

tors  Ltd 

An Independent Family Company 

Visit Our Website: www.gcollinsandsons.net 

Tel: 01376 583750    (24 HOURS) 

4 The Street 

White Notley  

Witham CM8 1RH 

Brother & Sister 

James Collins (Dip FD) & 


